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B en C. Sprague age 92 of Strongsville OH passed away Wednesday, December

25, 2019. Beloved husband of 70 years to the late Jean M. Sprague. Cherished
father of Lorrie, Larry, Lynne Herald ( John), and Lonna Sprague-Hunt. Loving

grandfather of Aaron, Jennifer, Ryan, Jessica. Kaitlin, Logan, Derek, Hayden, and

Austin. Loving great grandfather of Elise. Ben was the owner of Sprague Excavating
Co. and Sprague Spruce Farms/December Shop with his wife Jean as his business

partner. Ben was inducted into the first class of Strongsville’s Athletic Hall of Fame,
on the Methodist church council, a Strongsville Councilman, an avid sportsman and

a lifelong love of flying, having his private pilot’s license well into his 80’s. Visitation

will be held at Jardine Funeral Home 15822 Pearl Road Strongsville, OH 44136
Sunday, December 29, 2019, from 12-3PM and Monday, December 30, 2019, from

11-12PM where a funeral service will follow at 12PM. Interment Strongsville City
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions can be made to Strongsville

United Methodist Church.
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Public Viewing

Jardine Funeral Home

15822 Pearl Road, Strongsville OH 44136

Public Viewing

Jardine Funeral Home

15822 Pearl Road, Strongsville OH 44136

Funeral Service

Jardine Funeral Home

15822 Pearl Road, Strongsville OH 44136

Burial

Strongsville Cemetery
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Sunday, December 29, 2019

12:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET

Monday, December 30, 2019

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM ET

Monday, December 30, 2019

12:00 PM ET

Monday, December 30, 2019

1:00 PM CT
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JB Joan Barnum lit a candle in honor of Ben.

December 31 at 3:23 PM

KA Karen Arazim posted:

My Uncle Ben was a man of superlatives. He believed in doing what was right, said what he thought,

and helped others when they needed it most. Uncle Ben made people feel welcome, loved and safe.

He made life an adventure, and it was always a joy to be in his presence.When my kids were small,

he drove the car off of the driveway at Albion Road and all over the yard at dusk in search of deer

(despite the protests of Aunt Jean!), and we ended up seeing 10 does and a beautiful buck at close

range. None of us will ever forget that experience.Uncle Ben also taught my kids to fish. They

distinctly remember going to buy “the best” worms, sloppily baiting the hooks for the first time and

standing where the sun won’t catch a shadow (and they each caught a fish!).A more recent memory

was when Uncle Ben and I went to a diner in Strongsville for breakfast. Although he was 92, several

people recognized him and came up to chat. One thanked him for the wonderful memories of

Christmas trees as a child, another expressed thanks for a building project, and the owner said it was

nice to see him again after such a long time. It was touching that people still remembered Uncle Ben

and Aunt Jean.The most impressive memory of all is the way Uncle Ben loved his family. Despite

Aunt Jean’s illness during her last years, Uncle Ben faithfully spent every afternoon at her side until

she died. He also loved Lorrie, Larry, Lynne and Lonna (and their families) equally and in the same

way. His memory and example live on in them and in those of us he touched. We will miss him

tremendously.Sending you all hugs from Switzerland,Karen, Vasek, Pavel and Christopher

December 29 at 5:22 AM

LG Lynne Gill posted:

So many memories of Ben and Jean..Middle Bass and the Spruce farm where our children cut their

first Christmas trees. Love and condolences to your family♥️Kerm and Lynne (Morton) Gill

December 28 at 3:20 PM
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BW

Bill Wittenmyer December 26 at 7:49 PM

oops, sorry I omitted "Lynn" among the "kids"! Bill Wittenmyer

Bill Wittenmyer posted:

I first met Ben on Labor Day 1965. I was building my home on Albion when Ben unexpectedly

dropped in ! After he recuperated, Ben did some grading and trenching for me. As a young "city kid"

Ben took me under his arm and took us to church on sundays. When i needed something, Ben would

tell me where to buy it or to get it done. Ben took me to Center Jr. High to play basketball where I met

his friends, Tom Vining, Wally Ehrnfeldt, George Strempole, Paul Schmeil, and others who became

my friends. One winter Ben let me manure his stables to put in my garden. The next year I had the

best crop of weeds ever. After basketball, the guys would go to the Strongsville Cafe for cold

refreshments. Except Ben. Ben would not go into a bar. "There is nothing in there that I want " he"d

say.Thru the years the Sprague's have been role models for us Jean, Larry, Lori, and Lanna. We have

always been proud to call the Sprague"s our friends..With deep regrets,Bill and Marilyn Wittenmyer

and family

December 26 at 7:41 PM

BW

GM Gregg And Judy Monin posted:

So sorry to hear of Bens passing. We know he was loved by all who knew him. Condolences to all the

family.

December 26 at 5:09 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ben by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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